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question may, then, be fairly asked, Are missionaries
worthy of their office ? I, of course, use the word " worthy"
in a relative sense, and I remember our limited acquaint-
• ance with the human heart. It must be acknowledged
there have been a few, happily a very few, who have shown
themselves utterly unworthy of the office, some by lack
of intellectual fitness, and others by want of spiritual
character and bytindisposition to the work. There have
been cases of the utter failure of character, but these
have been extremely rare. Of missionaries generally it
may be confidently affirmed they have been true men.
I have a wide acquaintance with the missionaries of
Northern India. During our long residence in Benares
we saw many of all Societies, of all Churches, as they
travelled up and down. Benares is one of the great
halting-places between Bengal and the Upper Provinces,
and residence there gives many opportunities for acquaint-
ance with brethren. We have the most pleasing recol-
lection of many we have met, and we have followed their
course with deep interest*
I should be acting in opposition to my settled convic-
tion if I were to speak of missionaries as more devoted
to Christ's service, more self-denied, more ready to
endure privation than home ministers. This glorification
of missionaries, as missionaries, was much in vogue at
one time, and is still sometimes heard. Our Master, the
Lord Jesus Christ, gives to every one his work, and our
devotedness is shown, not by our office, but by the way
in which we do the work assigned us. Predilection to
a certain sphere, supposed fitness for it, temperament
and circumstances, have much to do in indicating to us
the sphere our Lord would have us to occupy. Tried by
the test of devotedness, as shown in daily life, I have

